CALL FOR ENTRIES
Enter today: 2021.SCOTTISHDESIGNAWARDS.COM
Follow us for award updates and design news: @ScottishDesign
SPONSORED BY:

The Scottish Design Awards, now in their
24th year, are Scotland’s most prestigious
awards for architecture firms and design
agencies.
Our judging panel reward fresh thinking
and beautiful execution within Scotland’s
design industry.
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OVERVIEW OF THE AWARDS
IS YOUR WORK ELIGIBLE?
Design:
Work done by Scottish design consultancies, advertising
agencies, printers and client companies.
OR
Work done for Scottish clients no matter where the designer
is based.
Work must be published, displayed, broadcast or mailed
between 1 February 2019 and 30 March 2021.
Architecture:
Buildings and projects located in Scotland.
OR
Buildings and projects designed by Scottish architects,
engineers, designers sited anywhere .
Projects must be completed between 1 February 2019 and
30 March 2021.
Work previously entered into the Scottish Design Awards will
not be eligible.
Still unsure? Get in touch to ask…
WHY ENTER?
•
Gain positive PR
•
Stand out from competitors
•
Make your brand/agency famous
•
Personal and staff development
•
Be known as award winning
•
Showcase your talents and skills to existing and 		
potential clients
•
Reassure clients that they are associated with the best
•
Accentuate the importance of design and architecture
in Scotland
JUDGES
The Scottish Design Awards will be judged by two stellar
panels: one for design, the other for architecture.
Each panel will be compiled of industry experts who will use
their insight and experience to deliberate the results.
Judges will be announced soon.

EARLY BIRD ENTRY FEES
Early bird offer runs between 01/02/2021 and 10/03/2021
where rates for entering will be 20% lower.
First entry: £180 + VAT
Subsequent entries: £100 + VAT
Early bird rate for entries will end Wednesday 10 March 2021

ENTRY FEES
First entry: £225 + VAT
Subsequent entries: £125 + VAT
DEADLINE AND DATES
Entries will close on Friday 9 April 2021
Nominations will be announced Monday 1 June 2021
Awards ceremony to be held Thursday 15 July 2021

Visit 2021.scottishdesignawards.com/the-judges for
updates.
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CATEGORIES
OVERALL
Categories cannot be entered – selected by panel from all entries.
1. Design Grand Prix
2. Architecture Grand Prix
3. Chairman’s Award for Design
4. Chairman’s Award for Architecture
5. Design Agency of the Year
6. Architectural Practice of the Year
CATEGORIES JUDGED BY DESIGN PANEL
GRAPHIC
7.
Print Design-Incorporating: Publications,Corporate Literature Annual Report, Promotional Literature
8.
Direct Mail
9.
Brand Identity
10. Poster
11. Item of Self Promotion
12. Packaging
DESIGN FOR GOOD
13. Design For Good
EXPERIENTIAL DESIGN
14. Experiential - Incorporating: audiovisual, graphic and object-based displays
DESIGN CRAFTS
15. Craft - Incorporating: Photography, Typography, Illustration, Copywriting
DIGITAL MEDIA
16. Website Design
17. Mobile/App Design
18. Visualisation
19. Moving Imagery/Animation Design
TALENT
20. Young Designer of the Year
CATEGORIES JUDGED BY ARCHITECTURE PANEL
LIGHTING
21. Lighting
INTERIORS
22. Interior Design
- Projects under £100k
- Projects from £100k - £250k
- Projects over £250k
ARCHITECTURE
23. Regeneration
24. Residential
- Single Building
- Large Scale Residential
25. Affordable Housing
26. Health Building or Project
27. Education Building or Project
28. Commercial/Office/Hotel Building or Project
29. Public Building
30. Future Building or Project
31. Building Re-use
32. Low Cost Project – Schemes Under £200k
MASTER PLANNING/LANDSCAPING
33. Public Realm/Landscaping
34. Master Planning
TALENT
35. Young Architect of the Year

CATEGORY RULES - DESIGN
7

PRINT DESIGN
Incorporating publications, corporate literature/annual
reports and promotional material.
We are looking to award a project that stands out and
pushes the boundaries of print creativity and craft. Where
possible samples of a finished product should be supplied
for our judges to review tactile qualities.

8

9

DIRECT MAIL
Both print and digital examples of items such as
brochures, newsletters, flyers and postcards can be
submitted.

The award will go to an entrant who helped others through the
use of intelligent and creative design in a product service or
campaign. Judges will be seeking an inspirational piece of work
that demonstrates its ‘design for good’ purpose.
14 EXPERIENTIAL DESIGN
Projects including audiovisual, graphic and object-based
displays within museums, galleries, exhibitions, visitor centres
and sales centres.
Judges expect to see a creative execution of conceptual ideas
and exemplary delivery. Work must engage the audience
through intelligent design.

Judges will be looking for intelligent design that
commands attention and raises interest. It should make
people say ‘I wish I had thought of that’.
Where possible samples of a finished product should be
supplied for the judges to allow complete review.

15 DESIGN CRAFTS
Entrants must demonstrate innovative treatment of their chosen
category in a design context. The judges will be on the lookout
for exceptional craft and skills that push boundaries and
confound expectations.

BRAND IDENTITY
Typography, slogans, symbols and images which convey
and define a specific company or product.

16 WEBSITE DESIGN
Digital interfaces which promote interaction, eliminate
redundancy and guide the user toward desired information.
Please provide images and links to your website.

Our panel will be looking for the best examples of
designs, formats and cross-media delivery. Winning work
must demonstrate a good understanding of the brand,
capturing and translating its core identity through graphic
design.
10 POSTER
A printed or digital image designed to advertise or relay a
concise message in a public place.
We are looking for either a standalone piece or part of a
broader campaign. The judges expect clear and precise
communication, impactful design and effectiveness of
purpose.
11 ITEM OF SELF PROMOTION
Work in this category must have been designed for the
submitting company by the submitting company.
The jurors will be looking for an innovative idea and
delivery
format. Projects must demonstrate talent and a creative
approach in sending an easily understood message.
12 PACKAGING
The materials used to contain, protect and describe a
product at the point of sale.
The judges will look for designs that push the boundaries
of craft and creativity without neglecting the user
experience. Physical samples should be provided.
13 DESIGN FOR GOOD
A great design can catalyze social change and improve
our world.
The judges will be looking for the best example of how
design and creativity can benefit our society and improve
our lives.

For more information please contact:
Kasia Bochniak
0141 356 5333
info@scottishdesignawards.com

17 MOBILE/APP DESIGN
An efficient UI is the unsung backbone of any app and we will
be looking for examples of genuine innovation, pioneering
design and natural navigation. Any contributing element to
the overall interface such as the logo, layout, visuals and colour
schemes can be submitted.
Please provide links and images/videos illustrating your app for
the judges to review.
18 VISUALISATION
The visualisation category is open to all representations of
work produced by architects, graphic and interior designers.
This may be in the form of CGI, virtual or augmented reality or
other mediums which communicate the headline work through
imagery. This category is open to any formal presentation of
conceptual designs.
19 MOVING IMAGERY DESIGN/ANIMATION DESIGN
The best use of design and imagery in animation and film.
The judges are looking for a great example of work which not
only presents an exemplary skillset but equally demonstrates
outstanding creativity.
Please provide examples of your animations for the judges
review.
20 YOUNG DESIGNER OF THE YEAR
All-round design excellence over a body of independent work
by a designer under 30 years of age. Judges will award a young
individual who stands out from their peers by exceptional
design talent and work ethic.
Submission must include an example of their best,
independent work, a short description for their career
accomplishments and the reason for nomination. The person
can be nominated by their studio, peers or can nominate
themselves. Entry form for this category is separate from the
normal entry form, and free to enter.

Deadline for entries:
Early bird entries end:
Friday 9 April 2021
Wednesday 10 March 2021
Enter at: www.scottishdesignawards.com
Follow us: @ScottishDesign #ScotDesign

CATEGORY RULES - ARCHITECTURE
21 LIGHTING
Entries are invited for architectural lighting projects such
as exhibitions and event installations that were in place for
a minimum of three days or which were erected in more
than one location and open to the public for at least three
days. Awarded work must pack a visual punch and/or
embrace novel techniques and technologies to enhance
the subject and its setting.
22 INTERIOR DESIGN
We are looking for examples of interior fit-outs in the
commercial, leisure, retail and residential sectors which
make their occupants healthy and happy as well as an
attractive and efficient use of space.
- Projects under £100k
- Projects from £100k - £250k
- Projects over £250k
23 REGENERATION
Examples of building projects which promote economic
growth, social capital and environmental improvement.
Projects in this category must positively contribute to a
sense of place, transforming perceptions of areas which
may carry entrenched prejudicial physical and historic
labels.
RESIDENTIAL
24 Single or multiple units designed for occupation as a
home either for private rent or sale. Winning work must
add value for both client and the public, cognizant of its
immediate context and improve upon what has gone
before.
25 AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Any home provided by local authorities, housing
associations, private developers and individuals for the
purposes of rental below market values or subsidised
homeownership. Judges will expect to see work which
brings broad societal benefits and is capable of standing
the test of time.
26 HEALTH BUILDING OR PROJECT
Spanning all hospitals, medical facilities and promote
physical and mental wellbeing. More important than ever
before our judges will demand an appropriate balance
of brief, budget and location which eschews institutional
environments in favour of domestic human-centric values.
27 EDUCATION BUILDING OR PROJECT
Open to all schools ( both public and private), universities
and colleges this category rewards those projects which
hand the next generation the greatest chance of success.
Work which promotes the flexible use of space enhances
the curriculum and democratises qualities of space and
light will be favoured.
28 COMMERCIAL
Encompassing examples of buildings designed for
business or industrial use such as offices, hotels and
distilleries. Awarded work must engage on an aesthetic
as well as practical level. Working within the confines of
budget and practicality recognised project will signal new
approaches, demonstrate ambition and meet the aims of
the client.

For more information please contact:
Kasia Bochniak
0141 356 5333
info@scottishdesignawards.com

29 PUBLIC BUILDING
Open to all buildings which are either publicly funded or
open for public use. This category includes leisure and cultural
attractions such as sports halls, theatres and art galleries.
30 FUTURE BUILDING OR PROJECT
This project can be in a proposed state meaning not under
construction but still in the planning stages. It is also for
buildings and projects under construction which have not been
yet completed. Judges will be seeking those projects which
deserve to be pushed, promoted and recognised to ensure
that their full promise is realised.
31 BUILDING RE-USE
Buildings demonstrating excellence in conservation, restoration
or adaptive re-use. Submissions should include information
about the condition of the building before the work was
undertaken, a short statement about the building’s significance
and a description of the intention behind the works undertaken.
Works which retain, safeguard and communicate our built
legacy will be recognised. Awarded work must be sympathetic
to the original, provide a sustainable future and demonstrate
mastery of traditional skills.
32 LOW-COST PROJECT
Any construction project delivered for £200k or less. Judges
will be hunting for work which works miracles on a shoestring
budget. How can we achieve more for less using novel
materials, new construction techniques and innovative thinking?
33 PUBLIC REALM/LANDSCAPING
Including both hard and soft landscaping. Work must improve
upon the existing environment to the benefit of flora and fauna.
Interventions should lift the spirits and serve as places where
people will choose to linger.
34 MASTERPLANNING
Submissions are sought for examples of comprehensive
roadmaps for the improvement of a localised area in terms of
access, services and provision of facilities.
Judges will look for strong design and evidence that the
location, orientation of the buildings, the activities that they
contain and the design of the surrounding space formed a
critical component of the brief and
proposed/complemented project. It is also important to
make evident how people have primacy in proposals. For the
purpose of these categories, the masterplan is analogous to
the development plan, design framework and development
framework.
35 YOUNG ARCHITECT OF THE YEAR
All-round excellence over a body of independent work by an
architect under 35 years of age.
Submission must include an example of their best work, a short
description for their career accomplishments and the reason
for nomination. The person can be nominated by their practice,
peers or can nominate themselves. Only qualified architects can
be nominated. Entry form for this category is separate from the
normal entry form and free to enter.
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WHAT ARE THE JUDGES LOOKING FOR?
The Scottish Design Awards will be judged by two stellar panels: one for
design, the other for architecture.
Each of the panels will be compiled of industry experts who will use their
insight and experience to deliberate the results.
The DESIGN panel will be looking for:
•
demonstrates a cohesive concept
•
communicates emotional and aesthetic beauty
•
conveys a message which can be readily understood
•
innovates with new ideas, details and approaches
•
is honest and simple
•
makes you say ‘I wish I had thought of that’
The ARCHITECTURE panel will be hoping to see:
•
adds value for both client and the public
•
minimises carbon usage at all stages from design to occupation
•
is cognizant of its immediate context
•
significantly improves on what has gone before
•
brings broader benefits to society
•
stands the test of time
The Scottish Design Awards recognise that construction remains one
of the leading contributors to the climate emergency and as such our
judges will reward work which demonstrates resource efficiency, use of
renewables and low carbon construction.
In the interest of fair play, judges associated with specific projects are
excused from the judging process for those categories.
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HOW TO ENTER
1.

Register or log in to the website: 2021.scottishdesignawards.com

2.

Decide which categories you are going to enter. You may enter as
many categories as you like but each must be treated as a separate
entry and payment made for each.

3.

Add a short description of no more than 400 words as an overview
of the project.
Please note: In the event your entry is nominated for an award this
text will go live on the website.

4.

You have the option to acknowledge another company if the work
has been jointly created.

5.

Upload hi-res images (at least two landscape images required, but
eight recommended – file size limit 10MB. jpg, gif or png files
accepted) of your work and include any supporting YouTube or
Vimeo video URLs.
Please note: In the event your entry is nominated for an award, the
images and videos will go live on the website and the “featured
image” will be used in the awards ceremony presentation.

6.

Make sure you are happy with all aspects of your online entry as
changes cannot be made when submissions are closed.

7.

Once you have uploaded your entry please proceed to payment.
Once payment is made on the website your entry will change status
to “submitted”. Your second and every consecutive entry will be
discounted and the website will apply the discount automatically.
You have to submit and make a payment for one entry at a time.

8.

Once payment is processed you will be sent a confirmation email
and a receipt will be sent to your accounts department.

9.

Once you have submitted and paid online, please prepare any
your physical submissions where appropriate (see next page).

10. All entries must be received by the deadline on Friday 9 April
2021.
Please note:
Production and submission of A1 and A2 size boards (as per previous
years) is no longer required. Please do not post boards.

All entries in the Architectural categories will require a one 4 page
A4 document to be uploaded as part of the submission process.
This is to help the judging process and will not be published.
See submission form on the website for more details.
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PHYSICAL ENTRIES
For the online part of your entry, follow the step by step
instructions outlined in the HOW TO ENTER section above.
For some categories, your online entry can be coupled with
a physical submission.
Please see the below guidelines for what should be
included.
Physical samples can be submitted for the following
categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Print Design
Direct Mail
Brand Identity
Item of Self Promotion
Poster
Packaging
Design for Good

Please contact us at info@scottishdesignawards.com
for information on when and where to send your physical
samples.
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
•

All entries must be supplied in line with the How to Enter and 		
Submission Formats sections.

•

Entries must be received by no later than the published deadline
date. Entries after this will be subject to a 10% late fee.

•

Entries that were live to market at some point between 01/02/2019
and 30/03/2021.
Entries do not have to be created within this timescale.

•

Do not include password protection or if essential, include
passwords for judges to access.

•

All submissions must be made online.

•

Work entered into more than one category must be treated as a
completely separate entry. Multiple entries can be made but
separate submission and payment must be made for each. Please
note: you will ONLY receive the 2nd entry rate if you have submitted
and paid for your 1st entry already. Refunds will not be given

•

All entries must be supplied and conform to the category rules/
submission formats.

•

The judging panel will only read and use the reports for the
purposes of the judging and are required to sign NDAs.

•

The judges reserve the right to re-allocate entries that in their
view are entered in an incorrect category. The judges also reserve
the right to remove categories where entries do not meet the
standard for nomination. These entries will not be refunded as they
will have been judged accordingly with the rest.

•

By entering these awards, you give the organisers the right to
publish/exhibit screen grabs and/or submitted report. If you wish
to upload a modified /less commercially sensitive version for
publishing purposes, please do so on the entry upload form.

•

The organisers reserve the right to verify that all entries have been
commercially produced for a commercial client where relevant.

•

Entering physical work is at your own risk – entries will not be
returned. Whilst every care will be taken in the storage of entries, the
organisers will not accept responsibility for loss or damage of
entries.

•

The judges’ decision is final.

•

Due to the number of entries received, the awards cannot give
feedback on individual entries.

•

All entries submitted must be legal. Any entries containing offensive
material will be disqualified. Any entry that has a complaint upheld
against it by the Advertising Standards Authority will be disqualified.
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